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I l!MITF.I> STATES DISTRU T f O L IRT 
\ <. ) k 1111: R N IJIST R K ’T OF IS l>I AN A 
SOL 111 BEND DIVISION 


Esiale of ERIC JACK LOG AN, ) 

) 

Plaintiff j 


3 

v. 3 

) 

CITY OF SOI IH kEM>and ) 

RYAN O’NEILL, in his individual ) 

edacity arid III:- oITlcj ul capacity as a 3 

Sergeant of the South Bend Police 3 

Departmen t, ) 

) 

Defendants) ) 


No. 3 Id-cv-J^? 

-II K ^ DEMANDED 


CQ3IH 4 IVI. AMI .11 HVIHAUM) 

Plaintiff, rotate of TRIO JACK LOGAN, deceased, by counsel. Dria-i W Coffman of 
COFFMAN LAW OFFICES, PC. and [.rent A. McCain of McCAlN LAW OFFICES. E ] C, 
complains against Defendants, CITY OF SOUTH BEND and RYAN O’NEILL , as follows: 

ivritom 

This case is about the shooting death of an African American, 54-year-old Father 
of seven, Erie Jack [jc.iu.an, by Sergeant Ryan O’Neill, a white South Rend police officer 

2 . Defendant O’Neill was accused of making racist comments by a fellow patrolman 
eleven years ago and it did not result in any discipline against Defendant O’Neill. 

DespiLe the City of South Bend issuing body cameras to be worn by all of its 
patrol officers just a year ago, at a cost of $1.5 million, there is curiously no video of Sgt. 
O'Neill N interaction with l ru: Jack Logan 

Defendant Sgt O'Neill, claims that he did not activate his body camera when be 
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could have easily done so by pressing a button on his wrist 

5. This action, brought pursuant to 42 U S C $ 1983, seeks some measure of redress 
for llie oa on-: of I>dcn4;uii Vt <: V'i I i i ihe ejrlv hoU'Ol llie norniin. imi I •: I '"I" 

JURISDICTION AND MM l. 

6. This Court lists jurisdiction of the action pursuant to 28 US.C. $ 1331. 

Venue is proper under 28 U.S C !391(b) The events giving rise to (he claims 
asserted herein all occurred within [his district. 

PAR l IKS 

8 Eric Jack Logan C’Enc," Ihe '‘decedent")* age 54. lesided in South Bend.. Si 
Joseph County, Indiana. Surviving him are his seven (7) children and his mother 

On June 25, 2019,. Fric s daughter, Danielle P, Ijogan, was appointed as Personal 
Representative of the ESTATE OF ERIC J ACK LOGAN, deceased, by the St. Joseph County 
Probate Court 

Defendant. CITY OF SOUTH BEND is a municipal corporation under the laws of 
the State of Indiana. 

Defendant RYAN O’NFII.I. (“O’NeilI”) is a swom officer of the South Bend 
Police Department f rf SBPD H ) with the rank of Sergeant and was acting under the color of law 
when the events described below occurred 

FAX TL \L Al.LEGATIONS 

On Sunday, June 10, 20IP. at approximately 3:23 a.in., a 911 call was made to 
report (hat someone is bru.ikm: 1 iil:;i cars 

At approximately 3:27 a.m.. South Bend law enforcement was reportedly notified. 
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At approximately 3:30; 12 m f O’Neill radios local dispatch that He is en route to 
the Central High Apartments. 

15. Defendant O’Neill arrives at the Central High Apartments twenty-two (221 
seconds Inter a: .'.30 34 a n: 

16. Defendant O'Neill reportedly saw art individual's legs and buttocks hanging out 
of the driver’s side window in a ear and Questioned him whether the ear belonged ty him 

Defendant O’Neill claims the individual was trie Jack Logan and trie responded 

i.i. ii 

yes. 

S [)ellin:;ir:t O'Ne.ll i e..n;ii- .n.il bin Lad .: knife in hi:- li::in: ;ir:d 

u:vaicmg tew are liin Dc’ci'diVU O \c II did not aliempi U 1 e c-esea I ale tie smuu on m-l 
ir.mu'diaiely chose to draw his service weapon ansi pointed it ;ii Eiiic 

D>. Defendant O’Neill discharged his weapon twice and shot trie once in the right 
abdomen area 

20. DeLeiuiaric Su.L. O'Neill claims to have not acL:\:ned Ins body worn camei a during 
this interaction when he could have easily done so by pressing a button on his wrist control. 

21 At 3:33:09 a m , Defendant O Neill radios ‘Nhyts fired’ and reportedly requests 
an ambulance. 

At :■ :,ir 2''J a in . six orr seven other SBP[> officers arrive on the scene 
23. Al 3 ' 5 M. H-13PD DII ilci Aaiim Kiiuppci. d:d:i l wxl Ibi ;ir: ambulance aenve 

to the scene, but instead decided to transport trie in the back of a squad car to Memorial 
Hospital in South Rend where he wns later pronounced dead 


3 


JSDC IN/ND case 2:19-ov-0C49b duujriB-H 1 fi ed 06/26/19 page 4 Of 7 


coiyi !■ 

-12 i\SX . 5 1953 
E \ cess i * e Di-iidls I'oi'ce 

Plaintiff repeats and realleges, paragraphs I -23 as though Fully restated herein. 

29 As described m the preceding paragraphs,. Defendant O'Neill s actions toward 
Eric Jack Logan violated his constitutional rights, including bur not limited to those under the 
Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments of the United Slates Constitution 

26. The misconduct described in this Count was objectively unreasonable and 
undertaken with willfulness and reckless indifference to the rights of others In addition, the 
misconduct u:id excessive force, uiclruling use of deadly force, described in this Count "shocks 
the conscience. ’ 

f 01 \T II: 

-12 V.SX \g 1952 

Equal Protection 

27. Plaintiff repeats and realleges paragraphs I - 23 as though fully restated herein. 

28 In the manner described in this Complaint, Defendant O'Neill violated 
Plaintiffs constitutional rights intentionally subjecting him to unlawful, unequal treatment on 
the basis of his race in violation of the Fourteenth Amendment of United States Constitution. 

29. Defendant O'Neill's conduct created discriminatory effect by targeting Eric Jack 
Logan for po ice action based on his race. 

30 The misconduct described in this Count was objectively unreasonable and was 
undertaken intentionally with willful indifference to Eric Jack Logan's constitutional rights 

< Qt VI III: 

-12 I SX . § 1953 

Muni u pat I. ia In lily t Mime It 

31. Plaintiff repeats and realleges paragraphs l - 23 as though fully restated herein. 

-i 
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32 Ay described in the preceding paragraphs, the misconduct described in Connts 1 
and ]] was undertaken under (lie policy and practice of (he City of South Beni, such that 
Defendant City of South Bend is also liable, in that' 

i. A:-; a mallei of both policy ami practice, ike Guv of South Bend 
encourages, and is thereby ihe moving force behind, the very type of 
misconduct at issue in Counts I and II bv failing to adequately train, 
supervise, control and discipline its officers such that its failure to do so 
mani Tests deliberate indi Horen col 

b. As a matter of both policy and practice, the City of South Bend facilitates 
the very type of misconduct at issue in Counts I ami II by failing to 
adequately investigate, punish, and discipline prior instances of similar 
misconduct, thereby leading Soulh lb.ml oolice officers to believe their 
actions will never be meaningful I v ser|]|ini7gd Accordingly, in that wav, 
ihe City of Soulh Bend directly enco magus liiiuie uses of excessive 
deadly force and race-based policing such as ihose Plaintiff complains of, 
e Generally, as a matter of widespread practice so prevalent as to comprise 
municipal policy, officers of the South Bend IVlice Department violate 
the constitutional rights of individuals in a manner similar to that alleged 
by Enc Jack Logan m Counts I and II on a regulai basts, yet die South 
Bend Police Department investigates officer misconduct and makes 
findings of wrongdoing in a disproportionately small number of cases 
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33 Ay a result of the Citv of South Bond’s policies and practices, and the unjustified 
and unreasonable conduct of the Defendant O'Neill. Plaintiff has suffered injuries, including 
severe emotional distress and ultimately (he death of Enc Jack Logan. 

WHEREFORE, Mainliff respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment in its favor 
and against Defendants. CITY OF SOOTH BEND and RYAN O’NEILL and award 
compensatory damages and attorneys’ fees, as well as punitive damages against RYAN 
O’NEILL and any other relief this Court deems just and appropriate. 

Rch p:'cl ti 1 11 y submitted 

LS I A I L Ol EKlC JACK LOG 

Deceased 


S Hfkiti W L < 'offtihttl 

One of Pi am tiff*s Attorneys 


Brian W. Coffman, H 28944-71 
COFFMAN LAW OFFICES. ILC. 

2615 North Sheffield Avenue, Suite r* I 
Chicago 1L 60614 
1 77.'| 343-1265 {telephone) 

{773} 242■6188 (fax) 

!:• : "i "1,iill: •••• f; _ ".U . I’’ 

Treni A. McCain, #23%0*45 
McCAIN LAW OFFICES P.C 
5655 Broadway, Ste. 2S 
Merrillville. IN 46410 
[2 16) fi84-0666 (telephone) 

(219) B 34-0662 (fax) 

TrenCn'McCiiui Law 
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I l!MITF.I> STATES DISTRIf T f O LIRT 
M) k 1111: R N l>IS I R K ’T OR IN l>IAN A 
SOL 111 BfcMJ DIVISION 


Estate of ERIC JACK LOG AN, 

ilerriisrd. 

Plaintiff 

V. 

CU V OF SOI TH IIFM> ancl 
RYAN O’NEILL, in his individual 
capacity arid III:- oII’lcl al capadly as a 
Sergeant of the South Betid Police 
i: Hepartrnen r. 

fJofcndanits) 


) 

) 

j 

) 

3 

i No. 3 ld-cv-465 

J 

3 ji m demanded 

3 

3 

i 

) 

) 

) 


.H R\ l>FM \ND 


Plamli If hereby demands a trial hv pury pursuant lo Rule 3B(b), FRCP, on all lss-uoi -ro 


triable 


.v Hrum M ( 'offnum 

One of Plaintiffs Attorneys 


[si i:ir W L : I Vi 11 : ii ■ 1 I 

COFFMAN LAW OFFICES, P.C. 

2615 North Sheffield Avenue, Suile H I 

Chica.no, IL 6061 I 

1.77,11 .14fi- 2 :; 5 11g[ wp honc) 

(773 ) 242-61 SB (fax) 
hco-Y man I av. ^mail .coir. 


Treni A. McCain, #23%0-45 
McCAIN LAW OFFICES, P C 
5655 Broadway, SLe. 2S 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
( 216 ) 884.0666 (telephone) 
(210) 884-0602 (Fax) 

TrcnCii McCain I hw 




